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 (1)	The department charged with responsibility for the collection The Board
of customs and excise duties is the Board of Customs and Excise, of 1^*?™
while direct taxation, such as income"taxV"sur-tax3 estate duty and andtheC1Se
stamp duties, are the responsibility of the Qpard of .Inland Revenue. Board of
These subordinate departments are placed by statute under Treasury
direction. The Post Office is also a department concerned with the
collection of revenue on a large scale.
 (2)	In addition to the important function of auditing public Comptroller
accounts, the Comptroller and Auditor-General can alone authorise and
the Bank of England to give credit to the Treasury for payments out General
of the Consolidated Fund, which is the account at the Bank of
England through which all the public revenue passes. He will only
give this authority when satisfied that the requirements of the
Treasury have been sanctioned by Parliament. As auditor of the
public accounts, this officer examines the accounts of departments
annually to ensure that public money is spent for the purpose for
which it was voted and reports to a standing committee of fifteen
members of the House of Commons, called the Public Accounts
Coggaittee, which, in turn, makes its report to the House. The
"report, though not usually debated by the Commons, assists control
by the Treasury. The Comptroller draws attention to any excess of
authorised expenditure, as well as to unnecessarily extravagant or
irregular items in the accounts of a department. The importance of
this office, is, such that the salary attached to it is not subject to the
annual vote of Parliament, but is charged on the Consolidated Fund
by an Act which does not require annual renewal. In this respect the
Comptroller and Auditor-General is in the same position as the
Supreme Court judges, and, like the judges, he holds his office during
good behaviour, but can be dismissed by the Queen upon an address
presented by both Houses of Parliament. He is ineligible to sit in the
House of Commons.1
(3)	The office of Paymaster-General is usually held by a junior Paymaster-
Minister. Payments on account of the public services are made to General-
the Paymaster-General by the Bank of England, and he pays out the
money to the departments and other persons authorised by the
Treasury.
There may also be mentioned the Royal Mint, responsible for
coinage, and the Public Works Loan Board, which advances
money to local authorities for the purpose of authorised capital
expenditure.
The main functions of the Treasury in relation to public finance Functions of
are:	Treasury.
(1) The imposition and regulation of taxation, including the pre-
paration of the annual Finance Bill, and the collection of revenue.
1 Exchequer and Audit Departments Acts, 1866, 1921 and 1950.

